PORTUGUESE   ENTERPRISE   IN   WEST   AFRICA      103
With reference to the business of Francisco Frooez' having
been paid his salary before he rendered his account of the
factory of the old linen, he was paid his salary along with the
other clerks and residents, who came with Bobadilha, after they
had presented a certificate from Ruy Gomez, judge of Guinee,
to Joam Martinz, showing the sum which they were to pay on
these bills through Joham de Ferreira, who entered the pay-
ments, and this certificate states that they are not disallowed by
your highness. He was paid like all the others. Because he was
not appointed from here to be factor of old cloth but succeeded
there through the vacancy of Amdre da Gama, it was not
realised that anyone else but the factor of Myna would have to
render an account and for this reason have his salary stopped.
Now, as soon as we saw this order from your highness, he was
summoned to this Casa and pressed either to return his salary
or to provide the Casa with security until he had rendered ac-
count. In reply, he surrendered himself a prisoner, and gave a
pledge of fulfilment to render account or to refund his salary by
command of your highness, who shall be obeyed in this as in
all other matters for the good of your service.
Joham Rabello is taking the instruction, which was here in
this Casa, for the direction of the captain, factor and officers of
Sam Jorge, which your highness orders us to send you, and it is
a copy of that which was there, and includes a copy of the
register of some letters and patents which your highness sent
there after the said instruction had been made. No other copy
remains here, and it would be fitting for your highness to order
it to be returned, for it could not be copied being despatched at
once. Written from Lixboa, on 5 October 1509.
When Francisco Froez was paid, I, Esteuam Vaz was in
Syntra by command of your highness.
Esteuam Vaaz
Ruy Gomez
Aluaro Barroso                                   Yohilo de Ferreira
Letter from the Casa da Mina now in reply.
To our lord, the king*
From the Casa de Guinee,